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Highlight of 2019 

Motionpoems was the toast of the Vienna Poetry Film Festival in October: “The global center of 

filmmaking is Hollywood, but the global center of poetry filmmaking is Minneapolis.”  

 

Programs update 

While ten new Season 9 films premiered in New York, Minneapolis, and LA, our ongoing 

season film production was suspended in 2019 to make room for development of several 

promising new pop-up programs. MōMōVA: The Moving Museum of Virtual Art, entered a 

build phase, including app development, art curation protocol, branding, and 

marketing plans. We piloted and refined a filmmaking event called Hothouse 

Institute that will roll out nationwide in 2020. 

A touring 10-Year Retrospective and a dozen 

themed packages were assembled. A Mopo 

UK was inaugurated with development of four 

new films originating in the UK.  

 

Financial position 

Motionpoems concluded a match for a 2017 $125,000 

grant from the John S. and James L. Knight 

Foudnation. We finished calendar/fiscal year 2019 

strong, with $79,889 in income plus $22,000 in prior 

year reserves offsetting total expenditures of 

$101,925, with no debt or liabilities—significantly 

under budget, but on a par with prior years. $2,329 is 

a historic earned income record. The board voted to 

stabilize pay to founding EAD Todd Boss. 

Diversification of programs has led to increased 

income potential. A 2018 organizational sustainability 

plan went tactical in 2019 and will roll out in 2020 to 

include pop-up programs of themed screenings, 

community filmmaking events, and a major VR 

public art initiative. The board authorized an 

accounting firm to oversee financials and tax filings.  

“My skills feel more  
sharpened after the challenge,  
and just alive.” 
 

—2019 participating filmmaker Xiaolu Wang 



 

Diversity of board and staff 

Staff and board attrition resulted in the recruitment of board members from across the US and 

new staff that increased our overall diversity (staff 75% more diverse, board 10% over 2018). 

The board now meets bi-annually and votes remotely. Staff is still comprised entirely of part-

time contractors working remotely. Executive and Artistic Director Todd Boss manages day-to-

day operations and conceives and executes all artistic programming.  

 

Diversity of artists 

Motionpoems made a priority of diverse representation amongst its artists upon its founding in 

2008, and its efforts have become more deliberate in recent years. Season 9 boasted our fifth 

consecutive female guest producer, and a roster of artists who predominantly identify as non-

white, including African-American, Latinx, Asian-American, and First Nations.  

 

Priorities for 2020 

• Board recruitment, especially in the areas of philanthropy, corporate citizenship, finance, 

marketing, and film production/distribution. 

• Staffing in response to increased programming, especially sponsorship development, 

marketing and social media management, and administrative support.  

• Increased income from all sources, given expanded opportunity and earned income plans.  

• Public launch of MōMōVA: The Moving Museum of Virtual Art, in prep for rollout to 

markets across the U.S. 

• Sales of Hothouse and other pop-up and touring screening programs, at least to break 

even against administration, marketing, and activation expenses.  

 

Board  

Aaron Bauer Business Specialist, Lawrence & Schiller, Jennifer Dodgson (Secretary) 

Education Director, Loft Literary Center, Andrew Gamson Vice President, Cities Market 

Studios, Pacyinz Lyfoung Independent Consultant, Public Interest IP Advisors, Matt 

Piermantier (Treasurer) Director, Client Services at ampliFI Loyalty, Andrew Reynolds 

Executive Producer, Motion504, Daniel Slager (Chair) Executive Publisher, Milkweed 

Editions, Anne White Independent Brand Marketing Consultant  

 

Summary 

Motionpoems is realizing every aspect of its strategic plan, and it’s a thrill to see the organization 

come into its own, both as a world leader in poetry filmmaking, and as a trailblazing innovator of 

public art experiences. Our fearless leader, Todd Boss, is doing a phenomenal job. But 

Motionpoems is young, and would benefit from more community engagement. If you find this 

work compelling, please join us in supporting our cause.  

 

Yours in motion, 

 

 

 

 

Daniel Slager     Matt Piermantier 

Board Chair     Board Treasurer 


